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Finland joins NATO as defense

alliance expands northward
SENAICAY Br & R M bR 5R

+
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Finland became the 31st member of North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO), completing a tumultuous process of accession sparked by
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine that upended the European security
landscape.

Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto handed Finland’s accession document
to US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Brussels on
Tuesday last week, marking its formal entry into the
alliance’s fold. NATO foreign ministers celebrated the
accession with a flag-raising ceremony later in the day.

The accession of just one of the two Nordic countries — Sweden’s
application is pending — will make the alliance’s northern enlargement
incomplete as NATO seeks to boost its presence in the Arctic, with the
High North area’s significance increasing, as well as to gain more clout
in the Baltic Sea.

Finland’s addition will bring NATO more than 1,300km of border with
Russia, doubling its eastern flank, and a nation that’s already prepared
to defend itself in case of an all-out war. For the Finnish military,
membership is a culmination of years of ever-closer cooperation, with
gear used by the defense forces already compatible with that of the
alliance.
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The push to join NATO was triggered by Russia’s attack on a neighboring
country, Ukraine, leading to a U-turn in public opinion on membership as
Finns concluded that could also happen to them.

As a full member, Finland can benefit from Article 5 mutual defense
commitments — meaning allies are bound to come to its aid if it's under
attack — and the Nordic country will have to be ready to defend other
allies, too.

The Finnish entry is set to enable the bloc to further secure the area
around the Baltic Sea in defense of its members Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania, which are often seen as potential targets of Russian aggression.
It also brings another Arctic nation into the fold of the alliance, one
whose military is trained for cold weather — an important asset at a time
when the High North is gaining in strategic importance in light of the
increased presence of Russia and China.

Having won independence in 1917 after more than 100 years as a Grand
Duchy of the Russian Empire, Finns fought two wars with the Soviet
Union, ceding parts of their territory in 1944. Finland then tiptoed through
an era of neutrality during the Cold War — by necessity, not by choice —
cowering to Moscow while retaining independence in a policy that came
to be known as Finlandization.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Nordic country immediately
sought entry into the European fold in Sweden’s wake, with the two
joining the European Union in 1995. Until last year, Finnish policy makers
almost never identified Russia — at least publicly — as the primary
military threat.

Geared for survival, the country of 5.5 million people has always

<y| remained on alert. It's able to deploy 280,000 troops in wartime from a

‘“trained reserve just short of a million, thanks to a conscription-based
system where most men and some women undergo military training
lasting from six months to a year.
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